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Bullied students are more likely to struggle with depression and anxiety. Their 
grades suffer, and they are more likely to drop out of school. After a number of 
high-profile suicides of bullied kids, many schools have taken the step of 
banning hate speech. 

The policies are meant to protect an astonishing number of victims. One in five 
high schoolers — and a stunning 80 percent of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender kids — report having been bullied at school. There is a financial 
imperative, too: Schools that receive government funding can be found liable for 
damages if they allow harassment of students by teachers or classmates. 

Still, certain religious groups say their rights are being curtailed. “No one is in 
favor of anyone getting bullied for any reason,” says Bryan Fischer, a 
spokesman for the Christian-advocacy group the American Family Association. 
“But these anti-bullying policies become a mechanism for punishing Christian 
students” — in particular, those who believe homosexuality is a sin. 

Some Christian organizations urge teens to speak out. In response to the Day of 
Silence, an annual event in which participants don't speak for 24 hours to 
protest the harassment of gay students, the evangelical group Focus on the 
Family promotes a Day of Dialogue, in which Christian students are encouraged 
to lovingly spread “God’s Design for Sexuality.” The group asks on its website, 
“Wouldn’t it be nice if a deeper and freer conversation could happen when 
controversial sexual topics are brought up in your school?” 

Gay-rights groups question the sincerity of such "conversations." But some 
liberal thinkers agree that they should be permitted. “People who’ve been heard 
and whose position is understood…tend to be more willing to accept an 
outcome that they wouldn’t have chosen because they feel they’ve had a voice; 
they’ve participated in the process,” says Kwame Anthony Appiah, a philosophy 
professor at Princeton University. In other words, the Christian students are as 
likely to see the other side as they are to persuade others of their position. 
Dialogue, after all, goes both ways. 


